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Greetings!

Can you see your future self as a registered dental hygienist? Would you like to enter a dental hygiene program
that has 100% pass rates for licensure year after year? Would you like to learn in a setting with small class sizes and
lots of individualized instruction? If you said YES to all questions, the cooperative dental hygiene program offered by
Valdosta State University and Wiregrass Georgia Technical College is the program for you!

This packet provides important information regarding required courses, admission procedures, estimated
expenses, shadowing requirements and the competitive application process.

The program is accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA). Upon successful completion
of the program, the student is awarded an A.A.S. degree and is eligible to sit for clinical and national licensing
examinations.

Dental Hygiene clinical training is 5 semesters in length. (This includes a summer session.) A new cohort
begins clinical training fall semester each year. All Dental Hygiene classes are taught on the Wiregrass
Valdosta Campus located at 4089 Val Tech Road, Valdosta, GA, 31602.

Enrollment is limited and admission is competitive. Only 15 open positions are awarded each year.
Admission to Valdosta State and/or Wiregrass Georgia Technical College does not guarantee admission to
the Dental Hygiene clinical training program. The competitive admission application portal opens each year
on February 1°.

This admissions packet has been designed to answer common questions regarding the cooperative Dental
Hygiene program. Please read the packet in its entirety. You may contact either VSU or Wiregrass if you have
questions or need assistance. My direct contact information is below. Please reach out if | can answer any
questions.

| look forward to meeting you very soon!

All the Best,

r 4
A - . {
r 2o W a%a ¥ AL

Sandi Woodward

Director of Dental Programs

Mark Health Sciences Building | Room 8148
4089 Val Tech Road | Valdosta, Georgia 31602
Office # 229-259-5533 | Clinic# 229-245-3716

sandi.woodward@wiregrass.edu

[ |WIREGRASS
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Dental Hygiene Program Required Courses

Students must complete prerequisite core courses and apply to the clinical program through competitive admission.

Dental Hygiene Core Curriculum Credit  Dental Hygiene Clinical Courses Credit
Hours Hours
Pre-Requisite Science Courses FALL |
BIOL 2251K Human Anatomy and Physiology | 4 DHYG 1040 D.H. Preclinic Lec 2
BIOL 2252K Human Anatomy and Physiology Il 4 DHYG 1050 D.H. Preclinic Lab 2
BIOL 2260K Microbiology 4 DHYG 1080 Oral Biology 5
CHEM 1151K Survey of Chemistry | 4 DHYG 1206 Pharmacology 3
CHEM 1152K Survey of Chemistry Il 4 TOTAL HOURS 12
Prerequisite Non-Science Courses SPRING |
ENGL 1101 Composition | 3 DHYG 1070 Radiology Lecture 2
ENGL 1102 Composition Il 3 DHYG 1090 Radiology Lab 1
MATH 1101/1111 Algebra or Math Modeling 3 DHYG 1110 D.H. Lec| 2
POLS 1101 American Government 3 DHYG 1111 D.H. Clinicl 3
HIST 2111 or 2112 American History 3 DHYG 1112 Local Anesthesia 2
PSYC 1101 Intro to General Psychology 3 DHYG 2200 Periodontology 3
SOCI 1101 Intro to Sociology 3 TOTAL HOURS 13
COMM 1100/1110 Human Comm/Public Speaking 3
SUMMER
DHYG 1030 Dental Materials 2
Total Core Curriculum Credits Required DHYG 2010 D.H. Lecll 2
DHYG 2020 D.H. Clinicl 2
DHYG 2050 Pathology 3
TOTAL HOURS 9
Semester Credits for Core Curriculum 44 FALLII
Semester Credits for DHYG Courses 50 DHYG 2070 Community D.H. 3
Total Semester Credits for DHYG Program 94 DHYG 2080 D.H. Leclll 2
DHYG 2090 D.H. Clinic Ill 4
DHYG 2105 Nutrition 1
TOTAL HOURS 10
SPRING Il
DHYG 2130 D.H. Lec IV 2
DHYG 2140 D.H. Clinic IV 4
TOTAL HOURS 6
Total DHYG Course Credits 50

Core course requirements must be successfully completed prior to clinical program entry in the Fall semester.
Courses with DHYG prefix are taken only after students are selected and admitted to DHYG clinical program.
All DHYG courses must be taken in the sequence indicated above. All courses are required.

All DHYG Courses are taught in the dental hygiene clinical facility on the Wiregrass Georgia Technical College Campus.

Curriculum Current Beginning Fall 2025
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Important, Must Know Program Information

Cooperative Program Enrollment: Accepted students will be dually enrolled at VSU and WGTC during
clinical training. Students must be enrolled and in good academic standing at both institutions upon
application, acceptance, program entry and for the duration of clinical training

Advisement and Timeline for Requirements: A "Timeline for a Successful Dental Hygiene Candidate" is
provided during advisement. Follow the timeline carefully! Requirements are subject to change. At times,
changes to requirements, deadlines and equipment are necessary to meet current curriculum and
accreditation specifications. Changes will be communicated via the updated packet on the WGTC and VSU
websites. Itis the responsibility of the student to download and follow the current packet guidelines.

Competitive Admission Program: Acceptance to the clinical dental hygiene program is competitive.
Fifteen (15) seats are available each year. The competitive admission application is open annually
February 1- March 1. Link is located on WGTC dental hygiene webpage. Students must be accepted to
both institutions (Wiregrass and Valdosta State) to submit application for competitive admission.

Program Informational Sessions: Two informational sessions are held each year. Standing dates are the
last Tuesday in September and last Tuesday in January. See the dental hygiene webpage for specific times
and locations. While this session IS NOT MANDATORY, students are advised to attend at least 1 session.

Mandatory Program Orientation: Required for Accepted Candidates. The orientation is held annually in
early June. Family and friends are welcome to attend this meeting with the accepted students. Specific
Date and time for the mandatory orientation will be announced with the program acceptance letter/e-mail.
The orientation is held in Mark Hall on the Wiregrass Campus in the Dental Department.

Financial Aid: All tuition and fees are paid directly to Valdosta State University during clinical training. Students
will request all financial aid (FAFSA, HOPE, PELL, Etc.) through Valdosta State University.

Out of Pocket Expenses: Dental Hygiene students will have out-of-pocket equipment expenses that will
not be covered by financial aid. A list of the estimated expenses is in this packet. Specific instructions for
purchases will be provided at orientation. Do not attempt to purchase equipment on your own. Do not

purchase used equipment.

Medical Testing Requirements: Medical requirements will include but are not limited to oral health exam,
current eye exam, Tuberculin skin test, up-to-date immunizations, mandatory vaccinations, and/or titers.
Specific instructions and requirements will be provided at the program orientation for accepted students.

Chair Occupancy: During clinical experiences, students are responsible for chair occupancy. Students
must recruit patients to meet clinical requirements for graduation.

Dental Hygiene Career Fun Fact
Employment of dental hygienists is projected to grow 7 percent from 2024 to 2034!

An average of 15,300 openings projected each year, on average, over the decade!
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Competitive Entry Criteria

Program Specific Criteria: The competitive admissions process is based on specific academic criteria, including
prerequisite courses and HESI A2 scores and shadowing. Students must submit an online competitive admissions
application, official transcripts, HESI A2 scores.

Shadowing Requirements: Shadowing verification must be submitted with the competitive entry application
specific shadowing requirements are described on the next page.

Enrollment at VSU and Wiregrass: All applicants must be accepted as a student at both Wiregrass Georgia
Technical College and Valdosta State University. All applicants (including transfer students) must be accepted to
BOTH institutions prior to beginning competitive entry application process February 1. Institutional acceptance to
VSU and/or WGTC does not guarantee admission to the clinical Dental Hygiene Program.

Advisement Prior to Application: All applicants (including transfer students) must be advised by VSU advisors prior
to February 1.

Academic Standing: Applicants must be in good academic standing at both WGTC and VSU at the time of
application, upon program entry, and for the duration of clinical training. Students on academic warning, probation,

or suspension will not be considered in the competitive admissions process.

Application Period: Annually February 1% - March 1% for Fall semester entry.

Incomplete and/or in progress Prerequisite Courses: It is permitted to submit competitive admissions applications
with incomplete and/or in progress prerequisite courses. Students will only receive quality points for complete
courses. Priority may be given to core complete students.

Completion of Pre-Requisite Courses: All required prerequisites must be completed prior to program entry fall
semester. If an applicant is offered a seat but fails to successfully complete a prerequisite course, that seat will be
revoked and offered to the next qualifying candidate. The highest course attempt will be calculated for competitive
admission. Prerequisite science courses must be completed within 10 years from the start of the program.

Class Capacity is 15 Students: Following the application deadline, if class capacity remains unfilled, the deadlines
and/or other requirements can be extended or modified with the approval of the Dean of Health Sciences.

Ranking Formula for Competitive Entry

e Quality Points for Prerequisite Science Courses 60%
e Quality Points for Prerequisite Non-Science Courses 10%
e Cumulative HESI A2 Score 30%

e Note: Shadowing experiences are required but not weighted

GPA Requirements
e  Minimum program GPA of 2.5 is required for program entry and graduation.
e All prerequisite courses must be completed with a "C" or better.

HESI A2 Exam Requirements
e A cumulative score of 75% is required on the HESI A2 exam.
e Required sections include Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, Grammar, Anatomy & Physiology, Math
and Critical Thinking
e A maximum of three (3) attempts will be allowed in a two (2) year period. Scores are valid for 2 years.
e The HESI A2 exam may be taken at the VSU or Wiregrass Testing Center.
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Dental Hygiene Shadowing Requirements
e Shadowing Type 1: Shadowing the Dental Hygienist (12 hours in 2 offices)

o

o

o

O

O

The applicant must shadow multiple hygienists in multiple dental offices. (Multiple means 2 or more)

A minimum of 12 hours will be required.

The 12 hours must be divided between multiple (2 or more) dental offices. (6 & 6,3 & 9, 4 & 8, etc.)
Dental office shadowing should be completed as early as possible. Shadowing documentation MUST be
submitted with the application prior to the March 1% deadline. Do not wait until the last minute!

Note that prior experience working in a dental office does not satisfy this shadowing requirement.
Applicant is responsible for identifying suitable dental offices for shadowing.

¢ Shadowing Type 2: Shadowing in the Wiregrass Student Clinic on the Valdosta Campus (1 session)

O

O

O

Applicants will observe a senior dental hygiene student for 1 clinical session.

Clinical observation sessions are scheduled in advance and available by appointment only.

Wiregrass student clinic shadowing should be completed as early as possible. Shadowing documentation
MUST be submitted with the application prior to the March 1% deadline. Do not wait until the last minute!

Both Shadowing Types are Required. Shadowing hours DO NOT expire. Shadowing form located in this packet.

Bonus Points

Five bonus points can be awarded for prior completion of a CODA accredited dental assisting program.
Documentation must be provided to the Director of Dental Programs for approval PRIOR to February 1%

All competitive admissions criteria are current at the time of this publication.

Criteria may be modified as necessary for compliance with accreditation requirements or curriculum revisions.

It is the responsibility of the student to be aware of current requirements, deadlines and criteria.

Students will be notified of changes via updates to this informational packet.

Current informational packet will be available on the Wiregrass and VSU Dental Hygiene web page.
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Deadlines and Instructions for Application to Dental Hygiene Program

Application is open annually from February 1%t to March 1% for Fall entry.
Applications with missing documentation after March 1st will not be considered for program admission.

Each student must be advised by a dental hygiene advisor in the CONHS at VSU prior to February 1.
When applying to Valdosta State University, declare your major as Dental Hygiene.
When applying to Wiregrass, declare your major as a Technical Specialist (TCC). (The 15 accepted

students will have majors changed to DHYG prior to program admission.)
Submit your application for competitive admission between Feb 1st- March 1st. The link for the
application portal will be located on the Wiregrass Dental Hygiene webpage.
The following documentation will be required to successfully complete the application.
e VSU student ID number and email address
e  Wiregrass student ID number and email address
e Transcripts from all institutions that you attended.
o You may submit an unofficial transcript with the application
o OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS must be received by Wiregrass and VSU admissions office prior March 31st
e HESI A2 Exam Scores (All attempts)
e Completed and signed Shadowing Form

Applicants will be notified of acceptance status within 6-8 weeks following the March 31°t deadline.
Notifications will include instructions for next steps and will be sent via Wiregrass e-mail. Check your
Wiregrass e-mail regularly!

Nonaccepted applicants will be waitlisted in rank order. Waitlisted students will be offered a seat in the
class if one becomes available. If you are not accepted in the current year, see your advisor for next steps.

Questions regarding application for competitive admission should be directed to the Admissions Office at
Wiregrass Georgia Technical College.

Dental Hygiene Program Fun Fact!
100% 1t Time Pass Rate on

National and Clinical Exams 2021-2026
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Estimated Out-of-Pocket Expenses for the Dental Hygiene Clinical Training Program

Dental hygiene students will have out-of-pocket expenses that will not be covered by financial aid.

Estimated expenses described in this list Do Not include fees and tuition paid directly to VSU. VSU bursary can
provide estimated costs for tuition and fees for each semester. No tuition or fees will be paid to Wiregrass.

Dental hygiene students must make financial arrangements to purchase supplies and equipment prior to program
entry.

Students will not be able to wait for financial aid disbursements for equipment purchases.

This list of estimated supplies, equipment, and expenses is provided prior to program application and entry. All
potential students are aware of the financial responsibilities related to the dental hygiene clinical training program.
Equipment and costs are current at the time list is published. Estimates do not include shipping or taxes.
Requirements, cost of equipment, purchase deadlines and vendors are subject to change without notice to meet
curriculum and accreditation requirements.

All specified supplies and equipment must be purchased on or before the 1% day of each semester.

Students will be required to present equipment or valid proof of purchase to dental hygiene faculty for verification.
The semester for which a particular item will be purchased is subject to change based on needs of the curriculum.

MISC Program Requirements

An internet capable device and internet access will be necessary each semester.

Students are responsible for reliable transportation to and from the Wiregrass campus for the duration of clinical
training.

Students are responsible for maintaining seat occupancy to meet clinical requirements and progress towards
graduation.

Penalty for Failure to Purchase Equipment on or Before 1%t Day of Semester

New Student: Failure to purchase equipment on or before the 1% day of the semester will result in forfeiture

of a student’s seat in the class to an eligible waitlisted dental hygiene candidate. Faculty will
verify all equipment and/or proof of purchase on the first day of the semester. Instructions for
equipment purchases will be provided prior to program entry at the mandatory accepted
student orientation in June.

Returning Student: Failure to purchase equipment on or before the 1% day of class will result in the student being

sent home and marked absent from all DHYG classes until all specified equipment has been
purchased and verified. Departmental attendance policy will apply to absences. Students are
provided with specific purchasing instructions at least 2 weeks prior to the end of each semester.

Fall 1

Estimated Cost Vendor

Medical Requirements for Program Entry: Hepatitis B, Required $300.00 Student Choice

Vaccines, Required titers, TB Test, Oral Exam, Eye Exam

1 Pair Clinic Shoes (For clinical only. DO NOT WEAR TO SCHOOL!) $ 150.00 Student Choice

1 ID Badge Holder (Students are required to wear WGTC ID)
4 Pairs “Tall Socks” (White or Light Gray) (4' above ankle)
1 Pair Black Scrub Pants for Class T-Shirt Day (No Joggers!)

Required Ceil Blue Uniforms $ 400.00 VSU Bookstore

4 Ceil Blue Uniforms (4 Embroidered Tops and 4 Scrub Pants)
1 Lab Coat/Warm Up Jacket
2 Ceil Blue Surgical Caps (Must be large enough to accommodate all

hair.)

SADHA Dues $85 (Junior Year) $ 85.00 SADHA

Estimated Books for Fall 1 Semester (VSU Book Store) $ 1,000.00 VSU Bookstore

TalEval Patient/Student and Patient Tracking Access Fee $100.00 WGTC Bookstore

Faculty will provide payment instructions and deadline.

Two Jr. Instrument Kits: $1,800.00 Hu-Friedy

Instruments and Sharpener, IMS Sheets

Page | 8 Revised 06242026




MISC Supplies: Clinic Notebook, paper, pens, highlighter, etc.
(Spring 1 Requirements continued next page.)

$50.00

Student Choice

Healthcare Providers Level CPR Certification (Taught during clinical. DO $72.00 WGTC Bus & Industry
NOT take an outside CPR class. Faculty will provide payment

instructions and deadlines.)

Fall 1 Clinic Bundle (Including but not limited to) $900.00 Atlanta Dental/Simply
Manual Blood pressure cuff w/stethoscope (NO digital allowed!) Hygiene
Infrared thermometer

Package of 5 AW syringe tips

Nitrile utility gloves pkg 3 pair (Designate size SM, M, L, XL)

Safety glasses anti-fog black w/clear lens

1Chart marking pencil red/blue,

Dental Typodont Modupro DH with Articulator, soft tongue, sim calc,

cavity cover and Modupro Perio Starter Kit

Customized Magnification Loupes (*Purchased end of Fall semester to $1,550.00 Student Choice
have available 1%t day of Spring. Cost will vary depending on style and

vendor*)

Estimated Expenses for Fall 1 $ 6,407.00

Spring 1 Estimated Cost Vendor
RINN Devices for Radiology $250.00 Dentsply
Estimated Books for Spring 1 Semester (VSU Book Store) $ 250.00 VSU
Cavitron Unit Package to Include: $ 3,200.00 Dentsply
Cavitron Unit, 6 Inserts, 3 Jetmate Handpiece, 2 prophy jet inserts, foot

pedal, sodium bicarb and trihydroxide polishing powder

Cassette for Cavitron Tips and Handpiece $ 150.00 Hu-Friedy
Spring 1 Clinic Bundle $210.00 Atlanta Dental/Simply
2 Packs Disclosing Swabs Hygiene

12 Face Drapes and Face Shield with Replacement Shields+

Cordless Handpiece with Autoclavable Sheaths $ 895.00 Ultradent
Includes Prophy Cups/Brushes and Prophy Paste

Senior Cavitron tips (6) (Paid for at end of Spring 1. Must have 15t Day of $ 480.00 Dentsply
Summer)

Estimated Expenses for Spring 1 $ 5435.00

Summer Semester Estimated Cost Vendor
Estimated Books for Summer Semester $ 250.00 VSU Bookstore
Additional Cassette for Cavitron Tips and Handpiece $ 150.00 Hu-Friedy
Estimated Expenses for Summer Semester $400.00

Fall 2 (Senior Year) Estimated Cost Vendor

Senior Year TB Test: Results are due on 1t day of fall semester $35.00 Student Choice
Senior Instrument Kit $ 580.00 Hu-Friedy
Estimated Books Fall 2 Semester $200.00 VSU Bookstore
SADHA Dues $85 (Senior Year) $ 85.00 Pay to SADHA
NBDHE Board Review $ 600.00 Board Review
Pay for review and make reservations (*Pay end of Fall semester to
attend in January. Fee includes estimate for lodging and travel*)
Dental Hygiene National Board Exam (NBDHE) (Pay now Spring) $ 550.00 NBDHE
Estimated Expenses for Fall 2 $ 2050.00
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Spring 2 Estimated Cost Vendor

Hu Friedy Instrument Trade In $100.00 Hu-Friedy
Modupro Refill Perio Kit $225.00 Simply Hygiene
Estimated Books for Spring 2 Semester $100.00 VSU Bookstore
DHYG Pin and Stole $ 100.00 VSU Bookstore
ADEX Clinical Exam Fee $1,200.00 CRDTS
Graduation Application Fee Paid to VSU Bursary $35.00 VSU Bursary
Student Class Photos (Sitting Fee $40 Per Student) $50.00 Paid to Photographer
Estimated Expenses for Spring 2 $1810.00

Total Estimated Out-of-Pocket Expenses for DHYG Clinical Training:

Estimates and purchase schedule are accurate at the time this list is published.

Per Semester Recap of Estimated Out of Pocket Expenses

Fall 1
Spring 1
Summer

Fall 2
Spring 2

$6,157.00
$ 5475.00

$400.00
$2050.00
$1810.00

$16,102.00

Costs, schedule of purchase and vendor are subject to change according to the needs of the curriculum.
It is the student’s responsibility to check requirements and deadlines frequently as changes can occur.
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Notice of Institutional Plans, Procedures, and Policies

Procedure to
File Complaints

The Commission on Dental Accreditation will review complaints that relate to a
program's compliance with the accreditation standards. The Commission is interested in
the sustained quality and continued improvement of dental education programs or
individuals in matters of admission, appointment, promotion or dismissal of faculty,

with CODA staff or students. A copy of the appropriate accreditation standards and/or the
Commission's policy and procedure for submission of complaints may be obtained by
contacting CODA at https://coda.ada.org/about-coda/coda-staff .

Dental . . . .
Due to the nature of the Dental Hygiene occupation, any student entering Dental Hygiene

Department . . . .

Exoosure program has increased occupational risks for exposure to bloodborne and airborne

St:tement pathogens. Dental healthcare workers are classified as OSHA Category 1.

Advisory for
Misdemeanors &
Felonies

Students with prior felonies or misdemeanors are advised to contact the state licensing
board prior to program entry. Visit the state specific Board of Dentistry for additional
information onrequirements and restrictions for Dental Hygiene licensure following a
felony or misdemeanor offense.

Advisory
Statement for
Dental Hygiene
Licensure

"Valdosta State University, Wiregrass Georgia Technical College and faculty and staff are
not responsible in the event a student successfully completes program requirements and
boards but is unable to obtain licensure due to misdemeanors and/or felonies. It is the
sole responsibility of the student to determine if a previous felony or misdemeanor
conviction might preclude licensure to practice Dental Hygiene. "

Dental Hygiene Career Paths

Working in a private dental office continues to be the primary place of employment for dental hygienists. However,

for today's dental hygiene professionals, there are many other career pathways to explore as well. Examples include

dental hygienists in corporate dental settings, public health and community health program hygienists, dental

researchers and dental educators.

Program Goals

1. Provide quality industry driven education and training that prepares dental hygiene students to enter the work

force as critically thinking dental healthcare professionals.

2. Provide students with a wide variety of experiential learning opportunities which allows the students to utilize

the dental hygiene process of care for a diverse population of patients.

3. To provide opportunities for leadership and application of professional, ethical, legal and regulatory concepts to oral

health care services, community projects, and professional activities.

4. Provide

a learning environment for students that will instill the pursuit of lifelong learning and the

understanding that research and ongoing professional development are the responsibility of all health care

providers.
5. To promote excellence in learning and teaching through qualified faculty, current educational methodologies,

and safe state-of-the-art facilities and equipment to prepare students to qualify for and successfully pass the

written and clinical examinations necessary for licensure.

6. To provide avenues for student success through admission, progression and completion opportunities without

regard to race, national origin, religion, gender or age.

ADVISORS: Please provide students with the current Timeline for a Successful Dental Hygiene Student!
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PATIENTCARE  GRAL HEALTH Dental Hygiene Program

PREVENTION EDUCATION Applicant Shadowing Form
COMMUNICATION CLINICALSKILS Both Types of Shadowing are Required
PROFESSIONALISM
TEAMWORK COMPASSION Type 1: Shadow the hygienist for a total of 12 Hours in any 2 dental practices
INFECTION CONTROL - PREVENTIVE CARE
PATIENT LIFELONG Type 2: Shadow for 1 Clinical Session at Wiregrass Dental Clinic
EDUCATION LEARNING
l'lsi:‘lll'_TElgv All shadowing experiences will be recorded on this form.
Q@

Shadowing requirements must be completed prior to application deadline.

Student Name, Phone #

Student Acknowledgement Patient Privacy and Bloodborne Pathogens (Must Sign Prior to Shadowing)
| understand that | am bound by all patient privacy laws (HIPAA) and that there is a potential for exposure to
blood and airborne pathogens in the dental environment.

Student Signature Date

Dental Office Shadowing (Use a separate line for each shadowing session)

Dental Practice Name Hygienist Name Hygienist Signature Date # of Hours

Total Hours

12 Minimum Hours

Wiregrass Dental Clinic Shadowing Session

Date Shadowed Dental Faculty Signature

One WGTC Clinic Session Required and By Appointment Only ~ Email gail.blitch@wiregrass.edu to schedule

Student Acknowledgement:
By my signature below, | verify that | have participated in all sessions indicated above.

(Student Signature)

SHADOWING EXPERIENCES DO NOT EXPIRE
Upload this completed form with your competitive admission application February 1- March 1.
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