




A Message from

President of Wiregrass Georgia Technical College

Deannia Clements

Wiregrass Friends,

Join me as we take a glimpse at the 2022- 2023 term at Wiregrass 
Georgia Technical College. This Annual Report shares many highlights 
and celebrations of the past year. To start, the college saw a 12% increase 
in enrollment in credit programs over the previous year and awarded 
over 1,500 awards at the two graduations.  These numbers demonstrate 
the college’s focus on the mission of “workforce development” here in 
South Georgia.

Every area of the college including Economic Development, GATAPP, 
Apprenticeships, and Adult Education all saw increases in the services 
they provide for our 11-county service area and throughout the state 
of Georgia.  The report’s cover photo is one example of how the college 
is supporting the mission of “workforce development” with student, 
Brandon Howell.  He took advantage of many of the educational and 
training opportunities offered at Wiregrass.  While in high school, he 
earned college credit through the Dual Enrollment program. After high 
school, he enrolled in Wiregrass full-time and participated in SkillsUSA 
where he would earn multiple state and national awards.  He successfully 
completed his national apprenticeship requirements and earned his 
Associate’s Degree and Diploma in Commercial Electrical Construction 
and five certificates. 

I am proud of the Wiregrass team that worked diligently to ensure 
students succeeded this past year.  Your support as stakeholders is 
also appreciated as students’ needs were met through the generous 
donations made to the college’s foundations.  Thank you for taking 
the time to read this report. The college will continue this next year to 
explore new opportunities for our students as we seek to impact the 
communities we serve in South Georgia and beyond.

DeAnnia Clements
President
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Wiregrass georgia technical college



12 STUDENTS 
REPRESENTED US 
AT NATIONALS, 
WITH 7 STUDENTS 
MEDALED IN FIVE 
COMPETITIONS!



Spotlight on:

One could describe Wiregrass Georgia Technical College’s Mechatronics student, 
Brandon Howell, as a modern-day renaissance man.  Before Brandon graduated 
from high school he began his college career with Wiregrass’ Dual Enrollment 
program. Since then he has received an Associate of Applied Science Degree 
and a Diploma in Commercial Electrical Construction.  He has also earned 
technical certificates of credit in Basic Electricity Technician, Electrical 
Maintenance Technology, Industrial Electrical Assistant, Industrial 
Electrician, and Industrial Motor Control Tech. 
 In December 2023 he graduated with an Associate of Applied 
Science Degree in Mechatronics Technology. This renaissance 
man isn’t just earning degrees in the advanced manufacturing 
career field, but he’s also taking his education and skills to the 
next level through an Apprenticeship at Ace Electric. Howell 
completed his national apprenticeship requirements. 

Howell’s education, skills, and on-the-job training helped 
him win gold medals two years in a row at the Georgia 
SkillsUSA competition in Electrical Construction Wiring.  
Gold medal winners earn an opportunity to compete 
at the National SkillsUSA competition, and in the 2022 
National SkillsUSA competition, Howell placed 3rd in the 
nation in Electrical Construction Wiring and competed in the 
2023 National SkillsUSA competition again in the same category.

Howell shared, “What I am learning from Wiregrass along with my 
experience doing an apprenticeship with Ace Electric is setting me 
up for my future by giving me classroom knowledge that I apply to 
real-world situations that I come upon on the job. My advisors and 
instructors at Wiregrass were the ones who encouraged me to compete 
in Skills USA and they supported me on my journey throughout my 
competitions. The college has prepared me for the workforce by having 
excellent instructors and hands-on training utilizing equipment that is 
used in the industries.” 
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INCREASE IN 
ENROLLMENT FOR



Michael Kelly, an Electrical Engineering student on the Valdosta 
Campus, has been named the 2023 Georgia Occupational Award 
of Leadership (GOAL) winner for Wiregrass Georgia Technical 
College. Kelly competed against other nominees from Wiregrass’ 
four campuses in Valdosta, Douglas, Fitzgerald, and Sparks before 
being named as one of the top four nominees and college winner.  
The runners-up were: Wilmer Calles, Game Development, Valdosta 
Campus; Tetiana Denysenko, Paramedicine, Valdosta Campus; 
Heather Foskey, Welding and Joining Technology, Coffee Campus.

Joshua Whittington, Assistant Dean for Technical and Industrial 
Programs and Instructor, nominated Kelly for this honor. “During 
my classes, Mr. Kelly has displayed many of the characteristics of a 
transformational leader. The energy behind his language and his 
authentic caring for technical education create a positive learning 
environment for both instructors and students. I am confident 
that Mr. Kelly has the ability to represent the benefits of technical 
education in the state of Georgia,” shared Whittington.

English Instructor, Miriam Jackson was named the 2023 Rick 
Perkins Award Winner. The finalists were Jessica Altman, Psychology 

Instructor on the Ben Hill-Irwin Campus; Toby Heard, Automotive 
Program Coordinator on the Valdosta Campus; and Miriam Jackson, 

Psychology Instructor on the Valdosta Campus.

“She is an awesome instructor and she loves what she does. She 
is always so flexible to do whatever it takes.  One student told 

me she hated English until she met Ms. Jackson.” read one of her 
nominations. She has been teaching for four years at Wiregrass. 

Jackson competed at the state level last April at the GOAL and Rick 
Perkins Awards Conference in Atlanta. 

INCREASE IN 
ENROLLMENT FOR



*DATA TAKEN FROM JULY 2022 - JUNE 2023

06

The Integrated Education & Training program (IET) is designed 
to prepare Adult Education students for a job and boost their 
earning potential. Adult Education students 
will earn industry-recognized credentials 
in the areas of Manufacturing, 
Construction, or Welding while 
attending Adult Education 
classes. All IET students 
will also earn their 
Georgia BEST soft skills 
certification. IET classes 
are held quarterly on 
rotating campuses. 
Please contact Darrell 
Hill at darrell.hill@
wiregrass.edu for more 
information on the IET 
program.

WHAT IS IET?
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Brooke Cochran of  Coffee County was chosen to represent Wiregrass 
Georgia Technical College as the 2023 annual Dinah Culbreath 
Wayne Exceptional Adult Georgian in Literacy Education (EAGLE) 
Student of the Year.

Brooke Cochran was nominated by Adult Education Instructor 
Sandra Scurry.  At the reception, Brooke shared her winning speech 

about her journey to the adult education program at Wiregrass.  
Brooke has graduated from high school twice.  She received her 

regular high school diploma, but because she was home-schooled 
both she and her mom felt it would be best if she also obtained her GED. 

On April 18 she faced her fears and re-tested for her GED Math.  “Math 
was the only subject I did not pass on the first attempt,” shared Brooke.  “I 

could do all the work in class, but testing anxiety hit me like a freight train 
every time I sat down to test.”  Test anxiety is nothing new for Brooke, she has 

battled this ever since middle school and even described it as a monstrous hurdle.  
Months have passed since her re-test last April and Brooke now stands proudly to share 

that she did pass and has earned her GED, and she is currently enrolled as a college student in 
general studies at Wiregrass Georgia Technical College with dreams to become a speech pathologist one 
day. The finalists, including the winner, are Brooke Cochran (Coffee County) nominated by Sandra Scurry, 
Kinely Frazier (Ben Hill County), Jordan Jolly (Berrien County), and Gitthaim Melendez (Lowndes County). 
Brooke represented the college in March at the TCSG EAGLE and Adult Education Teacher of the Year 
Reception in Atlanta. 



WIREGRASS GRADUATES

MOST POPULAR PROGRAMS

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE - 12

ASIAN - 15

BLACK/AFRICAN-AMERICAN - 913

CAUCASIAN/WHITE - 965

HISPANIC/LATINO - 287

MULTI-RACIAL/TWO OR MORE RACES - 41

NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER - 1
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ACADEMIC  AFFAIRS SPECIALIST

CAMPUS POLICE CHIEF

Chief Allmond was awarded the annual Lewis I. 
Brinson, Sr. Leadership Award for the supervisor 

of the year. One nomination for Chief Allmond 
stated, “He wears many hats besides Chief of 
Campus Police, he also serves as a mentor for 

many students, and pitches in wherever needed 
on campus.  He always has encouraging words 

for anyone he meets and helps to create a good 
working environment for everyone at Wiregrass.”  

Rachael Propson was awarded the annual James 
A. Bridges Vanguard Award for the staff member 
of the year. Propson is described by her peers 
as one who goes the extra mile for any project 
or any need. One nomination for her stated, 
“Rachael goes above and beyond to help her 
instructors, her deans, and her assistant deans. She 
is the backbone of our department and continually 
thinks of others and innovative ways she can assist 
without being asked.” 
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Buck Anderson
Pat Ashley
Bobby Chasteen
Chip Dorminy
Mike Durden
Ben Floyd
Walter Hudson
Lee Liles
Mark Massee

Adopt a Student 

Adult Literacy/GED 

Buck and Libby Anderson 

CDL 

Cherokee Rose

Fisherman’s Fund 

Francis Lott Douglas Lions Club 

Hanna Family

Howard Jordan 

Joe & Audis Compton

John Henry Dorminy, Jr. 

Marion H. Massee, III 

Premium Peanut LLC 

Roger Crenshaw Memorial 

Rosalie And Buddy Kruger 

Bob Porter
Tom Smith
Scott Spivey
Howell Taylor
Steve Taylor
Chris Tuten
Shannon Vickers
Jake Walters
Wyndall Walters

$390.59

$2,540.00

$600.00

$7,354.81

$10,000.00

$250.00

$2,750.00

$750.00

$1,000.00

$2,000.00

$800.00

$326.00

$500.00

$400.00

$56,097.40

$250.00

TOTAL

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED IN 2023
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Mr. and Mrs. Buck Anderson

Coffee Regional Medical Center

Colony Bank of Fitzgerald

Community Bank of Fitzgerald

Connectivity Wireless Solutions

Mr. and Mrs. A. B. C. Dorminy, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. A. B. C. “Chip” Dorminy, III

Jack and Jean Fletcher

A. T. Fuller

Allan and Lelia J. Garden Foundation

Gold Kist, Inc.

Frank Irwin

Lasseter Tractor Company, Inc.

Lott Properties, Inc.

PlantersFIRST Bank

Premium Peanut, LLC

Satilla REMC Foundation

Owen Seagraves

PACCAR Foundation

USDA

Wal Mart Distribution Center

WGTC Student Government Association

Ameris Bank

Bank South of Douglas

Jake Bowen

Coats and Clark, Inc.

Crider Inc.

Frank Crouch

June Crouch

Delphi

Dorminy Foundation

Gila Indian River Community

Frank J. Hanna, Jr.

Jason & Abby Holt

Irwin EMC

Rod Martin

C. L. Morehead, Jr.

Dr. Ralph Roberts

Dr. and Mrs. W. C. Sams

Connie Sumner

Sunbelt Greenhouses

Allan & Elaine Tanenbaum**

Tommie L. Taylor

Wal-Mart Foundation

WGTC Student Leadership Council

Windstream Communications

Dr. Diane Wright

American Yard Products

ASH Foundation

Bank of America

Ronnie G. and Caryl Tucker Branch

Brooks Auto Parts

Coopercraft Communications

Keith Crozier

Douglas-Coffee County Chamber and 

Economic Development Authority

Douglas Lions Club

Douglas National Bank

Douglas Rotary

Charles Eames

First National Bank of Coffee County

Fleetwood Homes of Georgia

R. W. Griffin Feed Seed

Gulfstream**

Esther Harris

Susan Hogan

Jason and Abby Holt

Milton Hopkins, Jr.

Dr. Bonnie Kelly

Marion Massee, III

Ben, Gudrun, and John Benjamin Mills

FOUNDERS CLUB:

PRESIDENT’S CLUB:

PRESIDENT’S CLUB:

PACESETTERS CLUB:
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Ben Hill County Development Authority

Prentiss Brown

Dr. James Campbell

Colony Bankcorp

Sherry Carroll**

DeAnnia Clements**

Christy Cobb

Sabrina Cox

Leland Crenshaw

Roger Crenshaw

CWB Consulting

David Apperson Memorial Scholarship Committee

Jesse M. Davis, Jr.

L. H. Dill

Douglas Paving

Donald During

Fab Tec, Inc.

Nelda O. Fitzgerald

Eugenia Garland

David L. Gentry, III

Dr. Edgar B. Greene

Lidell Greenway**

Mike Harden

Haulmark of Georgia, Inc.

Higher Education Research & Scholarship Foundation

Charlotte Hilliard

Alice B. Hobson

Mr. and Mrs. Loren Purvis

Shaw Industries

SunTrust Bank of Coffee County

Tom & Gail Smith

Howell Taylor

Brandy Wilkes

Nancy Hough

Newt Hudson

Dr. Randy and Mary Jo Hudson

Irwin EMC Foundation, Inc.

Howard Jordan

Ken Lavender

Sylvia Lockett

David Lott

Lawton Lovett

Wayne & April McDuffie

Elizabeth Mann

Lee Massee

Mark Massee

Nancy Mitchell

John Morgan

Ocilla Civic Club

Danny Paulk

Clifford Pope

Bob Preston

Prince Automotive

Susan Ranson

Larry Roberson

Jim Schwindle

John Ed and Deborah Smith

Southeastern Bank

Southwire

SouthTrust Bank of Fitzgerald

Donna Spikes

Tift Regional Medical Center

Shelia Thomas

Lisa G. Tomberlin

Wyndall Walters

Roy Warren

Van Waters

Wal-Mart Store - Douglas

Wilcox County State Bank

Winn Dixie Charities, Inc.

Z Corum

CHARTER CLUB:

CHARTER CLUB:PACESETTERS CLUB:
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(CONTRIBUTIONS OF $1,000 - $5,000)
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(CONTRIBUTIONS OF $1,000 - $5,000)

CONTRIBUTIONS THAT ARE PLANNED GIFTS THROUGH A WILL. CAN BE A GIFT OF CASH, REAL ESTATE, STOCKS, BONDS, OR INSURANCE
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Brenda Alexander
Stacy Bush
Ray Chitty
Dr. Todd Cason
Judy Hathcock
Dr. Charles Hobby
Jay Prince
Lisa Posas
Jonathan Miller

Adel Cook Co. Chamber of Commerce

Adopt a Student

Adult Literacy/GED

Airgas 

Ben Copeland RN Program

Benjamin Herron

Bynum Pride Award

Carolyn King Panizzi

Carrolyn & Darwin Zeigler Memorial

CDL

CJB Industries

Clarence Smith Memorial

Coyote Manufacturing

Dan Hatfield Memorial

Eagle

Emile T. Fisher

Farmers & Merchants Bank

Fellowship Home

Sidney Morris
Michael Smith
Andrea Schruijer
Bill Slaughter
Dr. Ed Mark
Tommy Stalve
Chip Wildes

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED IN 2023
$230.00

$3,667.09

$2,760.00

$1,000.00

$19,501.00

$500.00

$250.00

$666.66

$1,000.00

$2,671.00

$4,625.00

$1,000.00

$1,500.00

$3,882.00

$373.00

$666.66

$500.00

$5,250.00
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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED IN 2023

Fisherman’s Fund

Flora Fourakers

GADA

George W. “Jack” Strickland Foundation 

Goodwill Industries

Jerry Jennett International Students

Kevin DeMarcus Acree Memorial 

Kiwanis Club of Adel

Laurel & James C. Fryslie

Last Mile Fund (George Strickland & GA 

Power)

Lumen Christi Fund

Nadeen Green & Ned Cone 

Radiologic Technology

Renasant Bank

Sidney & Sharon Morris

Southwest Dental District 

Trulieve

Vision Council

W.D. Perry

$118,660.21TOTAL

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED IN 2023 (CONT’D)
$15,239.44
$500.00

$350.00

$3,800.00

$9,170.00

$5,468.77

$1,000.00

$1,000.00

$1,000.00

$8,000.00

$750.00

$500.00

$1,000.00

$3,000.00

$13,868.59

$2,500.00

$750.00

$181.00

$540.00

PLATINUM CLUB

WIREGRASS GEORGIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE 2023 ANNUAL REPORT | 17 



BRONZE CLUB 
Accurate Automotive Paint & Supplies
Adel-Cook County Chamber of Commerce
Ambling Companies, Inc. 
America’s Second Harvest of South GA
BASF, LLC.
Beckman Coulter, Inc.
Bush Wealth Management
Chick-fil-A
Coleman Talley, LLP
Cook County Ford
Cook Medical Center 
Coyote Manufacturing Company
Davis Air Conditioning (Jason Davis)
Deloach Body Works
EMTT, Inc.
Fowler, Holley, Rambo, Haynes & Stalvey, PC
Georgia Dental Education Foundation, Inc.
Jack Henry and Associates, Inc. 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta

Langdale Forest Products Company, Inc.
Mayer Electric Supply, Inc.
Mingledorff’s
MultiMedia Dental Systems, Inc.
Nadeen Green and Ned Scott Cone
Nexxtep Technology Services, Inc.
Relief Printing
S & S Instruments
Salomon Smith Barney, Inc.
Southern OB/GYN Associates, P.C.
Southern Regional Mobile Healthcare Services
Steel’s Jewelry Company, Inc.
STRATAS
TCSG Foundation, Inc.
The Emile T. Fisher Foundation
The Hinman Dental Society of Atlanta
The Jay Shaw Company
The W.P. “Billy” Langdale Sr. Family Foundation
Tim Mar Foods, Inc.
Transaction Data Systems, Inc.
Valdosta Junior Service League, Inc.
Valdosta State University Foundation, Inc.

STRATAS

TCSG Foundation, Inc.

The Emile T. Fisher Foundation

The Hinman Dental Society of Atlanta

The Jay Shaw Company

The W.P. “Billy” Langdale Sr. Family Foundation

Tim Mar Foods, Inc.

Transaction Data Systems, Inc.

Valdosta Junior Service League, Inc.

Valdosta State University Foundation, Inc.

Wade Renn, MD

Walker Jones

Wal-Mart Supercenter #899

Ms. Cheryl Acree

Dr. Tina K. Anderson

Mr. Justin Blakely

Mr. Jarrod Brogdon
Dr. J. Brad Bynum

Mrs. Cheryl Carvajal
Mrs. Sandra Cooper
Mrs. Angela Crance
Mrs. Carolyn Eager

(CONTRIBUTIONS OF $5,000 - $9,999)
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(CONTRIBUTIONS OF $1,000 - $4,999)
COPPER CLUB 
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Wiregrass Georgia Technical College is accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 
on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award associate degrees. 
Wiregrass Georgia Technical College also may offer 
credentials such as certificates and diplomas at approved 
degree levels. Questions about the accreditation of Wiregrass 
Georgia Technical College may be directed in writing to the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 
on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, 
by calling (404) 679-4500, or by using information available 

on SACSCOC’s website (www.sacscoc.org).

Main Campus
4089 Val Tech Road

Valdosta, Georgia 31602
(229) 333-2100

Fax (229) 333-2129

Ben Hill-Irwin Campus
667 Perry House Road

Fitzgerald, Georgia 31750
(229) 468-2000

Fax (229) 468-2110

Coffee County Campus
706 West Baker Highway
Douglas, Georgia 31533

(912) 389-4303
Fax (912) 389-4308

Cook County Center
1676 North Elm Street
Sparks, Georgia 31647

(229) 549-7368
Fax (229) 549-6286

Equal Opportunity Institution | A Unit of the Technical College
System of Georgia | WGTC is accredited by SACSCOC

CONTACT US
WIREGRASS GEORGIA TECHNICAL COLLEGE


